
MINUTES OF JANUARY 28, 2019 FMS PTSA MEETING 

 

 PTSA Announcements 
o The 20th annual Used Book Fair will be held from March 6 – March 9. 

We are accepting donations now. Please donate books, toys, CDs, and 
DVDs in good condition, in BOXES, if at all possible. No textbooks or 
outdated travel guides, please. Volunteers are always welcome. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please sign up here.  
 The FMS/HHS mini UBF will be held on March 11-12. All sales will 

go toward the 8th grade graduation party, held yearly at the JHCC. 
Volunteers are needed. If you’d like to volunteer for the mini UBF, 
please contact Marie-Louise Miller.  

 There are opportunities to sell Hastings logowear at both the UBF 
and the mini UBF. Please contact Kefira at kefiraw@gmail.com or 
sign up here.  

o Grants 
 HASP Broadway trip (HHS) 
  Center Lane presentation on gender (All parents). 
 Culture Shock 2019 (HHS)  
 Author Visit – Dan Yaccarino – (Hillside) 

o “S” in PTSA 
 There has not been enough student outreach over the years. 
 Chris Keogh is putting together a working group of 8th graders to 

whom we will ask “How can we support you?” 
 

 SEPTA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
o SEPTA Trivia Night is February 9th. Tickets are available online. Contact 

Rachel McQueen with any questions.   
 

 MUSIC BOOSTERS 
o The Music Boosters (Jennifer Dunnington) presented and distributed 

information. 
 Music Boosters started a little over a year ago. Like the Drama and 

Sports Boosters, they raise funds for their programs. 
 They are looking for collaboration among the departments and the 

students in the music programs in all three schools. 
 There is an immediate need for help and involvement. 

 
 ADMINISTRATION 

o Gail Kipper distributed an article about smart phone use. Please contact 
her for a copy. 
 

mailto:kefiraw@gmail.com


o Transitions 
 Parents were concerned about the transition between 4th and 5th 

grade. Chris Keogh put together a survey to gather data from the 
current 5th graders. The survey was conducted in early November. 

 SURVEY 
o Limitations 

 Development of the survey 
 Timing of the survey 
 Format of delivery and analysis 

 Google forms has limitations in how it 
allows users to cut and analyze data  

o Whole 5th grade, minus a few absent kids, was 
surveyed. 

o The survey was branched; depending on how children 
answered a question, they were led to a follow up. (ie. 
If the transition was difficult, why was it difficult?) 
Some findings: 
 5th graders love their lockers.  
 “Moving to FMS was like moving to a whole 

different town.” 
 How can we make it easier? Less homework. 

 Immediate Action 
o How can we get people to use the PTSA guide to 5th 

grade? It is a dynamic document, written entirely by 
parents.  

o Parent survey 
o FMS Staff will spend more time at Hillside 

 Administrators will go to Hillside on World 
Read Aloud Day and encourage conversations 
about transitions. (They will also read aloud.)  

o CSE Follow Ups – after IEP meetings, administrators 
will check in. 

o Late Start Professional Development – A professional 
development session or sessions will be dedicated to 
transitions.  

o Work with HHS to clarify the issues surrounding the 
transition from 8th to 9th grade.  

o Please connect with Gail Kipper if you have any 
thoughts about your child’s transition to FMS.  
 

o Black History Month 
 Focusing on Art and Artists  

 NY Based Black Artists 



o Sojourner Truth – used photography to promote 
abolition and raise money 

o Robert S. Duncanson – landscape artist. 
o Edmonia Lewis – first sculptor of African American 

and Native American descent to be internationally 
recognized.  

 Art teachers will start conversations, will be pushed into other 
special classes.  

 
o Women’s History Month 

 Program will be designed by the math and literacy coaches, Agnes 
Pak and Rochelle Mitlak.  

 
o Evening Classrooms 

 Parents will have the opportunity to co-learn with their children.  
 Series of workshops with co-equal learners. 

 2/6 Everyday Mindfulness 
 3/12 Finding the Right Book 
 Don’t worry about registering; if you can’t register in 

advance, you can still go. If you can register in advance, it 
would be best for planning purposes.  
 

o Thank Yous 
 “To Kill A Mockingbird” was fabulous. The eighth graders were well 

behaved and insightful. The kids watched with a “critical lens” and 
the discussions afterward were rich and thoughtful. 

 The Alvin Ailey Dance company, brought to FMS by the Race 
Matters committee and funded by the PTSA was fantastic. It was 
one of Chris’ favorite days at FMS (in the history of his employ). 
The kids were engaged, dancing in their seats, respectful and 
participatory. The performers were generous with their time and 
expertise.  

 Judith Altmann, a Holocaust survivor was moving and 
straightforward. The students asked questions and while the 
answers were hard to take, they were offered in an age appropriate 
manner. Many students wrote her letters after her talk.  
 

o Special Ed Audit/MTSS 
 MTSS, or multi-tiered systems of support, is being implemented this 

year. 
 The coaches are working with Tier 3 students, one on one.  
 The teachers work with the coaches to figure out strategies for Tier 

1 and Tier 2 students.  



 
o Student Recognition 

 Jacob Klugerman (5th), James Doherty (6th), and Maria 
Kholmakskikh (6th), won the first annual Math Olympiad. There may 
be another in the spring. The kids loved it.  

 Anya Hart won the Middle School Art award in the annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Art and Essay Competition sponsored by the 
Village. 

 Liam Mulvihill, Gus Renzin and Alex Buder came in first, second 
and third in the Geography Bee. Saffron Alfandre came in fourth. 
 

o Media Literacy/Information Literacy 
 Parents were wondering about how media literacy was taught at 

FMS. 
 Ariana Grassia, the librarian, teaches media and information 

literacies (the reliability of sources). 
 5th and 6th graders get explicit lessons in media literacy. 
 Ariana pushes into 7th and 8th grade classrooms when they 

are doing research work. 
 Ariana continues to stress information and media literacies 

when the kids move on to HHS. She works with every 
teacher across grades. 
 

o Illness related absences/stress 
 Some parents are concerned that their children are loathe to miss 

school, even when ill, for fear of falling behind. 
 Gail and Chris want to stress that children should not worry about 

missing school because they are ill. “The last thing we want for 
students is to be stressed on top of being sick.” 

 Parents should call the counseling office. The counselor will speak 
to individual teachers on behalf of the student.  Work can be picked 
up or sent home. If a child can’t make it up – its okay! Teachers can 
catch the students up. 

 The teachers, parents and counselors can figure out how to deal 
with tests so that the children do not feel undue pressure to take 
them when ill. 
 

o Academic Coaching Period 
 This is the time from 2:45-3:15. 
 Sometimes teachers have parent meetings. 
 Teachers should notify the students if they have meetings. 
 Assertive kids tend to be okay. 
 Hesitant kids may leave, rather than getting the help they need.  



 6th grade teachers have a schedule. 
 Theoretically, the schedule is a good model, but it is not working for 

everyone. 
 There are no solutions yet, but issue is being addressed.  
 Parents feel like teachers should tap students to come after school. 
 Sometimes teachers do that and kids don’t come, which is 

frustrating. 
 According to some parents, the decision to stay or leave, if left to 

kids, is too difficult.  
 Needs to come from school, not parents. 

 
o BOE Presentation 

 Doug Sundheim presented on the bond and budget vote. 
 The bond is 18.3 million dollars or an additional $51.91/100K in 

home value per year in estimated taxes. 
 The money will be used for classroom space at Hillside, renovating 

the FMS auditorium and capital improvements that were identified 
in the 2015 buildings conditions survey. 

 Vote is 2/28. Please vote! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


